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support. His attempt to widen the gulf between
Europe and America was indeed absurd at a time
when the cable, the railroad, and the steamship
were rendering the world daily smaller and more
closely knit, and when the spirit of democracy,
rapidly permeating western Europe, was breaking
down the distinction in political institutions which
had given point to the pronouncement of 1823.
Nevertheless Elaine did actually feel the changing
industrial conditions at home which were destroy-
ing American separateness, and he made a genuine
attempt to find a place for the United States in the
world, without the necessity of sharing the respon-
sibilities of all the world, by making real that inter-
est in its immediate neighbors which his country
had announced in 1823. Even while Blaine was
working on his plan of "America for the Amer-
icans," events were shaping the most important
extension of the interests of the United States
which had taken place since 1823.